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NATURAL RESOURCES, AGRICULTURE, AND ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE

2012 NRCC Field Trip & Legislative Tour - Uintah Basin 

Tuesday, September 11-12, 2012 at 7:30 a.m. 

Point of Departure - Department of Natural Resources

1594 West North Temple, Salt Lake City, Utah 84114

Day 1

Members Present: Sen. David P. Hinkins, Co-Chair

Rep. John G. Mathis, Co-Chair

Sen. Casey O. Anderson

Sen. Margaret Dayton

Sen. Ralph Okerlund

Sen. Kevin Van Tassell

Rep. Roger E. Barrus

Rep. Susan Duckworth

Rep. Michael E. Noel

Rep. Lee B. Perry

Rep. Christine Watkins

Members Excused: Sen. Gene Davis

Rep. Keith Grover, House Vice Chair

Rep. Brad J. Galvez

Rep. Dixon M. Pitcher

Staff Present: Mr. Jonathan Ball, Legislative Fiscal Analyst

Ms. Angela Oh, Staff Economist/Statistician

Ms. Greta Rodebush, Legislative Secretary

Note: A copy of related materials and an audio recording of the tour and meeting can be found at www.le.utah.gov.

Mr. Wade Garrett, Vice Chair, Natural Resources Coordinating Council (NRCC), welcomed the

participants and invited guests just prior to departing on a two-day tour of the Uintah Basin.  

The group departed from the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) at approximately 7:40 a.m. The

bus traveled south on I-15 to HWY 6, headed east, stopping at Thistle, and turned off at Emma Park Road

to HWY 191 (Indian Canyon Road).  

The following individuals provided bus briefings: 

Mr. John Baza, Director, Utah Division of Oil, Gas & Mining (OGM)

Mr. Richard Allis, State Geologist, Utah Geological Survey (UGS)

Mr. Dave Whittekiend, Uintah-Wasatch-Cache National Forest

Mr. Kevin Carter, Director, School & Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA)

Mr. Alan Clark, Assistant Director, Utah Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR)
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Mr. Juan Palma, State Director, Bureau of Land Management (BLM)

At approximately 10:00 a.m. the bus traveled north on Indian Canyon Road to Starvation State Park

located in Duchesne County.  

The following individuals provided bus briefings:

Mr. Leonard Blackham, Commissioner, Utah Department of Agriculture & Food (UDAF)

Mr. Rob Hougaard, Director, Utah Division of Plant Industry, UDAF

Mr. Dick Buehler, State Forester, Utah Division of Forestry, Fire and State Lands

Mr. Rory Reynolds, Watershed Initiative Coordinator, Department of Natural Resources (DNR)

Mr. Fred Hayes, Director, Utah Division of State Parks and Recreation

At approximately 11:00 a.m. the bus tour stopped for lunch at Starvation State Park. 

a)  Starvation State Parks Overview

Ms. Irene Hansen, Director, Duchesne County Economic Development, and Chair, Utah State Parks

Board, welcomed the participants. She stated that the group’s time will be well spent in touring the

Uintah Basin and learning about a broad range of issues related to Utah’s natural resources. Ms. Hansen

expressed her appreciation to the Legislature and thanked the Newfield Production Company for its

contributions to the community and for sponsoring today’s lunch.

Ms. Hansen invited those in attendance to introduce themselves. She also acknowledged Fred Hayes.

Director of State Parks, and Duchesne County Commissioners Kirk Wood, Kent Peatross, and Ron

Winterton, Also in attendance were Uintah County Commissioners Mike McKee, Mark Raymond, and

Darlene Burns.

b)   Duchesne County Issues

Mr. Kirk Wood, Chairman, Duchesne County Commission, recognized the state and federal agencies’

willingness to work with Duchesne County.  

Sen. Kevin Van Tassell thanked everyone for coming. He recognized the Newfield Production Company

for their innovations in horizontal drilling and water reprocessing. He mentioned that he is involved in

addressing some transportation issues that could benefit the area by getting the mineral resources out of

the area.

Rep. John Mathis welcomed everyone to Uintah County and expressed his appreciation to all the

agencies.  

Rep. Christine Watkins commented on the utilization of natural resources and state parks.

Ms. Tammie Lucero, Executive Director, Uintah County Economic Development, briefly discussed the

Energy Summit 2012. 
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Mr. Reed Durphy, Newfield Production Company, gave a brief overview of this afternoon’s windshield

tour of Newfield Productions in Myton, Utah.

Rep. Michael E. Noel spoke in support of energy development and production and overcoming federal

government obstacles.  

Mr. Mark Raymond, Commissioner, Uintah County, mentioned that a transportation feasibility study is in

the works to find out how much product is out there and how much additional transportation is needed to

move that product out of the basin. 

Mr. Mike McKee, Commissioner, Uintah County, commented on an economic analysis had been done on

20,000 proposed wells, which shows that these wells would generate $123 billion in economic revenue.

Mr. John Baza, BLM, stated that he is committed to pragmatic solutions  in creating economic

vibrancies. 

He is interested in talking about how to move technological innovations forward.

Mr. McKee mentioned that last year Commissioner Raymond, Tammie Lucero, and Sen. VanTassell

traveled to Astonia to take a look at the use of technology in processing oil shale.

At approximately 12:40 p.m. the bus departed Starvation State Park and made a short stop in Duchesne,

Utah. Ms. Amanda Smith and Mr. Brock LaBaron, Division of Environmental Quality (DEQ), boarded

the bus.

Mr. Ron Johnson, Weed Supervisor, Duchesne County, identified a number of areas along the Duchesne

River where Russian olive trees and other obnoxious weeds have been removed.

Mr. Reed Durphy, District Manager, Newfield Production Company, distributed and discussed the

handout, “Public Officials Tour,” dated September 11, 2012. He highlighted oil and gas mining activities

in the Greater Monument Butte Area that are generating millions of dollars in state and local tax

revenues. Mr. Reed pointed out that Newfield received the Vernal Chamber Environmental Health and

Safety Award for 2012. The bus stopped at a water treatment/injection facility and a gas oil separation

facility.  Mr. Reed stated that Newfield will continue to increase its production through collaborative

efforts and new technologies.

Air Quality Issues

Ms. Amanda Smith, Executive Director, DEQ, indicated that Brock LaBaron, Deputy Director of Air

Quality, was going to report on a study of oil and gas and the impact on air emissions. In addition, the

touring group was going to drive by one of the division’s air monitoring stations. By way of background,

Ms. Smith explained that in 2009, the division started working with Western Energy Alliance and various

stake holders to determine what was causing high ozone readings in the Uintah Basin during the winter.

She noted that there was increasing pressure on development and public health issues. Consequently,

DEQ was asked to take a leadership role in helping coordinate a pathway in moving forward.

Mr. Brock LaBaron, Deputy Director, DEQ, commented that with the rapid increase in energy
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development in the basin, there have been some concerns that the emissions could affect air quality. In

fact, over the last three years, the ozone values through the winter have been very high. Mr. LaBaron

stated that the air quality in the basin is episodic and tied to meteorology rather to transportation like in

California. He showed a DVD about the relationship of temperature inversions and snow on the ground.

Having this information, researchers are going to come out to the basin to further study these conditions

and look for ways to mitigate the problem. He also mentioned that Governor Herbert in June 2012

entered the Uintah Basin into a program called Ozone Advance that allows the state to work with the

EPA to encourage early reductions of ozone values. This program is voluntary and non regulatory.

Mr. LaBaron distributed two handouts, “Uintah Basin: Air Quality and Energy Development”and

“Roosevelt Air Monitoring Station.”

Ms. Smith added that the DEQ is looking at strategies to help lower emissions. She mentioned the efforts

of Newfield Productions. Ms. Smith also noted that there are some groups who petitioned the EPA to not

list the Uintah Basin as a non attainment area.

The NRCC group listened to a status update on the improvements to Seabridge Road that will provide

access to public lands and oil shale, gas, and oil sand development.

Commissioner McKee, Uintah County, identified a new senior center, the Bingham Research Center, the

campus of USU Uintah Basin.

At approximately 3:15 p.m. the bus tour had a rest stop at the DNR Regional Center in Vernal. The group

heard remarks and viewed a DVD on oil shale development from Dr. Laura Nelson, Red Leaf Resources,

former energy advisor for Governor Huntsman, and Mr. Les Thompson, Red Leaf Resources.

A public meeting was held for the Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee at the Western Park

Convention Center, 302 East 200 South in Vernal, Utah at approximately 5:00 p.m. (See attached

minutes). Dinner was provided by Uintah County at that same location.

Lodging was available at the Weston Plaza Hotel in Vernal, Utah.
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(Draft - Awaiting Formal Approval)

MINUTES OF THE

NATURAL RESOURCES, AGRICULTURE, AND ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE

Tuesday, September 11, 2012 - 5:00 p.m.

Western Park Convention Center

302 East 200 South, Vernal, Utah 84078

Members Present:

Sen. David P. Hinkins, Co-Chair

Rep. John G. Mathis, Co-Chair

Sen. Casey O. Anderson

Sen. Margaret Dayton

Sen. Ralph Okerlund

Sen. Kevin Van Tassell

Rep. Roger E. Barrus

Rep. Susan Duckworth

Rep. Michael E. Noel

Rep. Lee B. Perry

Rep. Christine F. Watkins

Members Excused:

Sen. Gene Davis

Rep. Keith Grover, House Vice Chair

Rep. Brad J. Galvez

Rep. Dixon M. Pitcher

Staff Present:

Mr. Jonathan Ball, Director

Ms. Angela Oh, Staff Economist/Statistician

Ms. Greta Rodebush, Legislative Secretary

Note: A copy of related materials and an audio recording of the meeting can be found at www.le.utah.gov.

1.   Call to Order

Co-Chair Mathis called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. He welcomed those in attendance and stated

that today’s tour of the Uintah Basin was very informative.

a.   Report on Privatization of State Golf Courses

Mr. Fred Hayes, Director, Division of Parks and Recreation, explained that during the 2012 General

Session, the Legislature passed intent language that instructed the Division of Parks and Recreation to

conduct a study of golf course management. Based on the result of that study, the division would decide

if it was more prudent to run a state golf course system within the state parks or to privatize those

operations through the issuance of a request for proposal (RFP). The state currently operates four golf

courses: Wasatch Mountain Golf Course, Soldier Hollow Golf Course, Palisades State Park, and Green

River State Park.

Mr. Hayes reported that the division contracted with the Annual Golf Foundation to conduct the in-depth

study. The division reviewed and submitted corrections on two drafts, and a third draft is now available.

Mr. Hayes expects the final report will be ready within the next 20 to 30 days. The division will present

the final report to the Natural Resources, Agriculture, and Environmental Quality Appropriations

Subcommittee (NRAEQ) before October 30, 2012. Mr. Hayes indicated that he will be asking for some

policy guidance on privatizing state-owned golf courses and floating an RFP.
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Mr.  Hayes stated that the division had begun preparing an RFP but would wait for the final report to

make sure the RFP was consistent with the report findings. He had also been in contact with Billy Caspar

Golf and Vanguard Golf, two large golf course management corporations, which have expressed an

interest in bidding on the RFP. Mr. Hayes indicated that the division will limit its discussion with private

contractors pending the outcomes of the report.

Rep. Mathis asked for an update on the state golf courses. Mr. Hayes reported that the state golf courses

are doing well and collections are up overall. He mentioned the Green River Golf Course, in particular.

Due to the efforts of the manager and community volunteers, the course has experienced some good

turnaround. Mr. Hayes also mentioned that the Soldier Hollow Golf Course has seen substantial increases

in play, which he attributes to the Amateur Public League Tournament (APL) being held at the golf

course this year.

Rep. Mathis welcomed invited guests and visitors and said that the public would be to ask questions

and/or express any concerns toward the end of the meeting. He expressed his appreciation to Duchesne

and Uintah Counties for hosting today’s meeting.

b.   Update on Implementation of Repository Fees

Co-Chair Mathis explained that tonight’s update would be a follow-up on last year’s discussion on this

same subject in the NRAEQ subcommittee meeting held in Blanding, Utah on September 8, 2011.

Ms. Angela Oh, Staff Economist/Statistician, LFA, reported on the repository holdings at The Edge of

the Cedars State Park Museum as outlined in the Issue Brief, “Parks and Recreation Fees.” She referred

to the pie chart, “What is in the Museum?” that shows 41 percent of the holdings are held by the state, 36

percent held by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), 15 percent held by the U.S. Forest Service, and

8 percent held by the Navajo Nation. Based on a three-year average, a second pie chart, “Who Pays for

the Museum?” shows that the state pays a disproportionate amount of the costs associated with caring for

and maintaining the repository holdings. The federal government, on the other hand, with a combined 51

percent of the holdings, only pays 6 percent. Ms. Oh explained that to offset the cost to the state, the

subcommittee adopted new repository fees, which are listed in the Issue Brief.

Co-Chair Mathis asked if collections had increased of if anyone had come forward to help pay for costs.

Mr. Hayes confirmed that the new fees were now in place. He explained that the local BLM is great to

work with but it simply does not have the money to pay a large share of the costs. Mr. Hayes pointed out

that the BLM has made a significant effort to make sure that any grant money it has access to goes to The

Edge of the Cedars State Park Museum as well as other museums. He noted that last year, the museums

saw an increase of $75,000. This year, the museums have received $15,000 thus far. 

Rep. Noel expressed concern that the federal government is only paying 6 percent of the expenses for 51

percent in holdings. 

MOTION:   Rep. Noel moved that the state acquires land in lieu of money. 

Sen. Dayton spoke in favor of the motion. She felt that the federal government was putting an unfair

burden on the state. 
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Co-Chair Mathis explained that a year or two ago when the state was facing budget challenges, Parks felt

some pressure because the state was subsidizing The Edge of the Cedars State Park Museum between

$400,000 and $500,00 to keep it open. At that time, the subcommittee questioned whether state monies

should be used for this purpose or if the state should look for other ways to preserve the artifacts. The

subcommittee also learned that the federal government-owned 51 percent of the artifacts and paying only

5 or 6 percent of the upkeep. The subcommittee felt that there needed to be some discussion with the

federal government, particularly since the state was looking at closing and/or privatizing some state parks

in order to preserve federal artifacts. 

Rep. Perry mentioned that the subcommittee had sent a letter to the BLM during the 2012 General

Session on this issue. He wanted to know if the BLM had responded. Ms. Oh confirmed that the BLM

had sent a response and offered to provide copies to the subcommittee members. 

Mr. Juan Palma, State Director, BLM, commented on the BLM’s response to the subcommittee. He

spoke about the positive relationship the BLM has with State Parks. It was his opinion that the BLM

artifacts should remain in Utah. He also stated that the BLM wants to provide their fair share of the

funding but was not certain what kind of instrument he could invoke that would allow him to commit to a

long term funding stream. He mentioned that he had been looking at one option but was not sure that he

would have the authority to implement it. Mr. Palma stated that he may need some help from Utah’s

congressional delegation.

Co-Chair Mathis indicated that he would also like to keep BLM’s artifacts in Utah but he felt that the

subcommittee needed to look at other options. 

Sen. Van Tassell also mentioned the high cost of maintaining federally regulated room temperatures in

the museum. He wondered if the regulations could be changed to reduce costs. Mr. Palma said that many

of the artifacts that comes out of the ground are perishable and need to be protected through controlled

temperatures. 

Co-Chair Mathis expressed his appreciation to Mr. Palma and the effort he is making to find appropriate

levels of funding that will help maintain and keep the artifacts in Utah. Mr. Palma indicated that over the

last while, the BLM has contributed $128,000 to the museum. 

Sen. Dayton felt that Utah artifacts should stay in Utah and that she has a strong commitment to the

museum. She expressed her concern and frustration with federal regulations that tell the state what to do

with these artifacts. She inquired about the motion on the floor. 

SUBSTITUTE MOTION:   Rep. Noel moved that because of the number of artifacts that are stored at

The Edge of the Cedars Museum, which are owned by the federal government, both the BLM and the

U.S. Forest Service, and because the requirements to maintain temperatures and to store artifacts in a way

that meets all of the requirements of federal law, i.e., the Antiquities Act, that they [federal government]

actually pay their percentage of costs for 51 percent of the holdings, and that we [subcommittee] continue

to pursue this in concert with the State Director.
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Co-Chair Mathis clarified that the subcommittee will continue to encourage the federal government, the

BLM, and the U.S. Forest Service, to pay their fair share of the care and maintenance of the artifacts at

The Edge of the Cedars State Park. 

A vote was taken on the substitute motion passed unanimously.

Co-Chair Mathis expressed appreciation to Mr. Palma.

c) Report on Expenditures of the Utah Association of Conservation Districts and the Department

of Agriculture and Food 

Ms. Jill Flygare, GOPB reported on intent language from the 2012 General Session that requires the

Department of Agriculture and Food and the Utah Association of Conservation Districts (UACD) to

provide a detailed report to the NRAEQ subcommittee no later than November 30, 2012 on how the

funding for Agricultural Resource Development Loans (ARDL), Grazing Improvement Projects (GIP),

and Conservation District support has been used.

In conjunction with this intent language, the Governor’s Office and the LFA prepared the report,

“Expenditures of the Department of Agriculture and Food and UACD.” Ms Flygare reviewed the details

of the report that included: Funding Flow Charts, ARDL Loans by Zone and Year, the 4 percent

Technical Assistance Fee on ARDL Loans to UACD, Conservation Districts’ Expenditures by Zone, GIP

Admin Financing and Expenditures, and GIP Projects Funding by Region.

Ms. Flygare also discussed issues and recommendations related to the GIP’s mission statement to

improve the productivity and sustainability of Utah’s rangelands and watersheds for the benefit of all.

The report recommends that clearly defining the terms of the statement and improving performance

measures will help with the tracking and reporting of public benefits. The report also recommends using

a database for easy analysis and the reporting on project status and success. Ms. Flygare mentioned that

the department may want to take advantage of its website to improve transparency and accountability.

MOTION: Sen. Hinkins moved that the Department of Agriculture provides a detailed plan to the

Natural Resources, Agriculture, and Environmental Quality Appropriations Subcommittee during the

2013 General Session on how GIP will track and report the public benefits from GIP projects.

Sen. Dayton spoke in favor of the motion and the GIP program. She suggested that the department might

benefit from some public relations. She stated that while we don’t have a way to talk about the exact

tracking and reporting of public benefits, the public has benefitted by the contribution of the agricultural

community.

Sen. Hinkins stated that he has encouraged Commissioner Blackham to keep the overhead down in the

GIP Program which is why he does not have a public relations person. The department’s goal has been to

keep as much money on the ground as possible.

Sen Van Tassell spoke to the motion. He stated that the GIP projects are science-based and need to be

explained to the public. Sen Hinkins added that the Grazing Improvement Board approves nearly every

GIP Project. 
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Agency Response

Commissioner Blackham provided the agency response. He stated that the department has been working

on the balance scorecards for six years and felt that the program is working well. He stated that if you

added columns for public benefits to the score sheets, each of the columns would be filled in with an

“X.” However, if more information is needed, a substantial amount of additional work would be required.

He suggested that the department may have to add an economist to its staff to do the cost analyses. This

may be necessary to make it clear to the public what the benefits are to the environment and to the

economy.

Commissioner Blackham added that he gages the quality of work done in the department on a more

personal level. He noted that there are a few areas that can be improved on. He indicated that the

database is ready to go and will save the department money in the long run. The department has been

able to use monies from the Salinity and GIP programs to help fund the database.

Co-Chair Mathis spoke to the motion. He stated that we are spending a significant amount of public

money that goes on private land and benefits private producers for a cause that no on understands. Part of

what we are tying to accomplish with the GIP program, ARDL loans, and the Conservation Districts is to

ensure that we have a clean environment, clean water shed, and an affordable abundant supply of food. 

However, legislators are continually asked about public benefits. He stated that we need to come up with

a set of parameters or data that who the benefits to the water shed, wildlife, and the public’s interest in

food.  The data may be compelling enough to increase the funding for these programs.

Commissioner Blackham stated that it is difficult to find the mechanism to document the benefits of the

GIP projects. The benefits are there but they just need to be documented. The GIP program and ARDL

loans provide a safety net for local farmers and ranchers who are not able to address agricultural and

environmental issues on their own.

Rep. Noel recognized the continued efforts of Commissioner Blackham, the Department of Agriculture,

the subcommittee, and the Legislature to make sure there is a viable agricultural community in this state.

A vote was taken on the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Ms. Flygare discussed “Department of Agriculture and UACD Contract.” By way of information, the

Utah Association of Conservation Districts (UACD) performs contracted support services to the Utah

Agricultural Resource Development Loan (ARDL) Program, 38 Utah Conservation Districts, and related

state and federal programs.

Ms. Flygare reviewed the last five years of ARDL funding to UACD. She also discussed increases in

UACD reserve balance. Since 2006, the reserve balance has increased by 44% or $563,375. The reserve

balance in 2011 is more than $1.8 million. Ms Flygare pointed out that no one was aware that the reserve

balance existed. Because the UACD has state money in its account, the UACD is required to ask for

nonlapsing authority. Ms Flygare pointed out that on May 21, 2012, the UACD Board voted to change

from a 6-month to a 12-month reserve and increased its 401(k) from a 4 percent to an 11 percent

contribution. She stated that the Legislature needs to make a decision on how much a nonprofit

organization receiving state money should have in a reserve account. 
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Ms. Flygare also noted the lack of clear objectives or measurements tied to the UACD funding. The

report recommends that all funding for conservation should include objectives, measurements, desired

results, funding associated with each objective, and be in writing. Ultimately, the entity responsible for

implementing conservation in the state should report on specific objectives, desired results and funding

to identify strengths and weaknesses of the program by September each year and distribute to the

NRAEQ Appropriations Subcommittee, the Interim Committee, the Department of Agriculture, LFA, and

GOPB.

Commissioner Blackham outlined a number of changes to the UACD contract in the handout, “UDAF

Conservation Operation Report to the Legislature - September 11, 2012.”  He also discussed other

conservation related changes at the UDAF. The “State of Utah Contract” was made available to the

subcommittee as well.

Sen. Van Tassell asked for further clarification on the UACD reserve account balances.

Mr. Gordon Younker, Executive Vice President, UACD, responded to questions regarding the UACD

reserve account balances and program accountability. He explained that about one-half of the reserve

balance represents income from non-state sources derived from projects over 20 years. The balance of

state source monies in the reserve account is $873,966. Of that $374,000 will be used to retain current

staff, which will 2.3 years. Mr. Younker expects that the UACD reserve account balance will be back to

the six-month reserve level.

Sen. Van Tassell requested a copy of a recent audit that shows the balances in the UACD accounts.

Mr. Younker responded to questions regarding UACD’s system of increasing the 401(k) contribution

rates.

Commissioner Blackham presented the handout, “ARDL Benefits to Utah” that shows how pivot

irrigation has increased productivity and revenues in several Utah counties. He also distributed and

discussed a 16-page spreadsheet, “Grazing Improvement Program Projects FY06-FY11.”

Mr. Younker commented on the allocation of field-level staff support by county and conservation district

as outlined in the “UACD Report” and “Conservation District Staff Support.”  He stated that there is less

than one FTE per district. He stressed the importance of maintaining field-level staff support at the local

level to help with the delivery of state and federal programs.

Rep. Noel pointed out that state employees have a more lucrative 401(k) and a retirement plan than the

UACD non-state employees who only have a 401(k).

Sen. Anderson expressed his appreciation to Mr. Younker for providing more detail to subcommittee

questions.

Co-Chair Mathis reiterated that the subcommittee expects objectives, results, and accountability when

programs are funded with state funds.

Co-Chair Mathis opened the meeting up for questions from the public.
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Mr. Wendell Stembridge, President, UACD, thanked the subcommittee for all that they do for the UACD

and thanked Gordon Younker for putting the figures together and doing a good job.  He stated  that the 

UACD is committed to providing support services to the people and doing a good job as well.  

Mr. Kent Jones, State Engineer, stated that he had received information that the Santa Clara debris basin,

which normally does not have water in it, filled, and failed today. A dam safety engineer reported that the

area had received three inches of rainfall and because the debris basin failed, approximately 30 homes

and eight businesses were impacted. Fortunately, there was an emergency action plan in place. The state

is currently investigating what caused the basin to give way. Mr. Jones indicated that there were signs of

rodent activity where the dam broke.

MOTION: Sen. Anderson moved to adjourn. The motion passed unanimously.

Co-Chair Mathis adjourned the meeting at 7:15 p.m.
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(Draft - Awaiting Formal Approval)

NATURAL RESOURCES, AGRICULTURE, AND ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE

2012 NRCC Field Trip & Legislative Tour - Uintah Basin 

Wednesday, September 12, 2012 at 7:00 a.m. 

Point of Departure - Weston Plaza Hotel, 

1684 U.S. HWY 40, Vernal, Utah 84078

Day 2

Members Present: Sen. David P. Hinkins, Co-Chair

Rep. John G. Mathis, Co-Chair

Sen. Casey O. Anderson

Rep. Roger E. Barrus

Rep. Susan Duckworth

Rep. Michael E. Noel

Rep. Lee B. Perry

Rep. Christine Watkins

Members Excused: Sen. Gene Davis

Sen. Margaret Dayton

Sen. Ralph Okerlund

Sen. Kevin T. Van Tassell

Rep. Keith Grover, House Vice Chair

Rep. Brad J. Galvez

Rep. Dixon M. Pitcher

Staff Present: Mr. Jonathan Ball, Legislative Fiscal Analyst

Ms. Angelo Oh, Economist/Statistician

Ms. Greta Rodebush, Legislative Secretary

The tour bus departed from the Weston Plaza Hotel at approximately 7:30 a.m. for a brief tour of the

Quarry Visitor Center at Dinosaur National Monument. 

Bus briefings were provided by:  

Mr. Denis Davis, State Coordinator, Intermountain Region, National Park Service (NPS)

Mr. Wayne Prokopetz, Chief, Research and Resource Management, Dinosaur National Monument

The bus departed for Daggett County at approximately 9:00 a.m. Stops were made at Steinaker and Red

Fleet State Parks. The participants heard briefings on the quagga mussel issue, SITLA and the Daggett

County land exchange, the phosphate mine operated by Simplot, and forest related issues including

beetles. The following individuals shared their expertise:  
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Mr. Richard Ellis, State Geologist, Utah Geological Society (UGS) 

Mr. Fred Hayes, Director, Utah Division of Parks and Recreation

Mr. Alan Clark, Assistant Director, Utah Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR)

Mr. John Baza, Director, Utah Division of Oil, Gas, and Mining (OGM)

Mr. John Erickson, Forest Supervisor, Ashley National Forest

Mr. Brian Raymond, Economic Development Director, Daggett County

The tour continued on to Flaming Gorge Dam and included commentaries about the Green River Fishery

and Dutch John privatization issues. The group heard from the following individuals:

Dr. Chris Luecke, College of Natural Resources, Utah State University

Mr. Brian Raymond, Economic Development Director, Daggett County

At approximately 12 noon, the bus stopped at Red Canyon Overlook on HWY 44 for lunch. 

Mr. Rowdy Muir, District Ranger, U. S. Forest Service, discussed forest health issues and answered

questions. 

After lunch, the windshield tour continued on HWY 44 to Manila, Daggett County, Utah. Mr. Raymond

described the many recreational options in and around Flaming Gorge and the economic benefits to the

local economy. He distributed the map, “Proposed Flaming Gorge Lands to Acquire.”

The bus tour made a short stop in Evanston, Wyoming, around 3:00 p.m. and arrived back at the

Department of Natural Resources in Salt Lake City, Utah, about 5:00 p.m. 


